Transitional Community Garden

“Permaculture”

April 2012

Concept:

To utilize City of Worthington open space by planting fruit-bearing trees, herbs and edible roots.

Purpose:

Transition to a more sustainable community so that produce is available to Worthington residents at no cost.
Goal: 

In 2013, implement the first transitional gardens in two city parks in different quadrants of the city. 

Phases:

1. Outline the concept and communicate with stakeholders

2. Obtain feedback from stakeholders

3. Determine the outline of the project

4. Determine details of the project

5. Communicate with residents about the project and potential involvement

6. Implement the project

7. Maintain the project

8. Measure project results

Collaboration Opportunities:

· Worthington Parks and Recreation Department and Commission

· Sustainable Worthington

· Worthington Food Pantry

· Expert Residents (possibly an Ad Hoc Committee)
Potential Funding Sources:
· City of Worthington

· Columbus Foundation

· Scotts Miracle Grow Urban Garden Academy

· TransitionUS.org

· GardenABCs.com

Transitional Community Garden - Update
June 2012

Status:
In March, I met with a local horticulturalist and permaculture professor in addition to a local sustainable garden consulting company. 
In March, I sent out an email to Sustainable Worthington asking for feedback about this project. 

In April, I met with PRC to discuss the idea and gain feedback. General thoughts were to start simple, and perhaps start with 1-3 parks with herbs and berries only (no trees).

In April, I replied to the group with a compilation of all feedback to that point (see attachment).

In May, Darren Hurley and I met to discuss project progress and outline a plan to move forward. Meet with Arbor Commission as a result.

In June, Ann of Ann’s Raspberries (Worthington Farmer’s Market vendor) mentioned that she could care for berries from dry root (Fall), and raise them until we would be ready to plant in Spring. 
Arbor Commission Purpose:

Offer advice about year 1 implementation 
Offer recommendation of 1-3 parks to implement year 1

Other recommendations or advice from an arborist point of view
Immediate Goal: 

Create a final proposal before mid-August 2012 with staff recommendation to Council.
Identify and solidify all stakeholders for year 1 implementation.
Collaboration Opportunities:

· Worthington Parks and Recreation Department and Arbor Commission

· Sustainable Worthington

· Worthington Food Pantry

· Expert Residents (possibly an Ad Hoc Committee)
· Ann’s Raspberries
Most Common Concerns:
· Who will provide maintenance?

· How will you control wildlife/bees/bugs?

· What kinds of pesticides will be used?

· Who will be able to participate in the fruits?

· How much does it cost to participate in the fruits?

E-update to Sustainable Worthington sent April 24, 2012

RE: Transitional Community Garden

The following is input from Sustainable Worthington members, City of Worthington, Worthington Parks and Rec Dept, Worthington Parks and Rec Commission, professional permaculturalists, and professional environmental landscapers. These are notes from many conversations had with various community members. 

 

In short, the concept of Transitional Community Gardens - to grow herbs and fruit-bearing plants in city-owned open space - is well supported. People seem to like the idea that natural fruit-bearing plants and other horticulture can sustain itself after some maintenance. It seems that this project could bring some neighborhoods closer together, and could make the more aware of the healthy food that would be available to them as a result. There are many details that need to be figured out (some outlined below), but no detail seems too burdensome to overcome. Thank you all for your help and input. If you would like to be involved in figuring out the details, please let me know. Thanks, Doug Smith 

 

Suggested points of contact and resources to connect to about the project:
http://plantanative.com/what-should-i-plant.html
Local Matters

OSU Extension office

Simply Living

Worthington Arbor Commission

 

 Suggested fruit-bearing plants:
mulberry trees 

apples, pears, or tart cherries

plum

persimmon

quince

raspberries - primocane fruiting

blackberries

 

Suggested herbs:
native and non-invasive naturalized plants

Mint

sage

thyme

Rosemary

Parsley

 

Suggested open spaces for trial Transitional Garden:
Wilson Hill park western edge

Rec Center near CSA garden

Selby Park due to high community involvement

Griswold center – herb garden specifically

 

Suggested augmentation methods:
companion pollinator plants

organic sprays

offer equitable pricing for individual homes for plants that will go into the green space

offer resource to help people understand what to do with certain produce

 

Suggested community education and buy-in:
Consider creating an Ad Hoc committee for Transitional Gardens

Communicate with neighborhoods to encourage participation and maintenance of plants

 

Concerns:
Open space availability

More bugs and potentially more wildlife

“policing” the garden

Maintenance

sunlight

Doug Smith, Member of Worthington City Council

614-371-2595, smith@bluestreakstrategies.net


